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that I translated the book into Chinese. And then came
the Japanese invasion. My faith in non-violence was put
to a severe test and I was caught in a dilemma. On the
one hand I felt I could not preach non-violence to my
people who were never militaristic but who now believed
that resistance with force was the only way out. It was
the best thing they knew3 and I believe with you that 'I
would rather risk the use of force a thousand times than
let my people lose their manhood.3 But on the other hand,
when I try to take a sympathetic attitude and try to do
something helpful in such a situation, I find I am giving
moral and material support directly and indirectly to
something which is against the highest that I know. There
seems to be no way out of this dilemma because I cannot
live in a vacuum and anything I do will work one way
or the other. While I can believe without reserve in non-
violence in personal relationships, even though I fall far
short of it, I cannot feel in the same way when I am faced
with a national situation in which the great majority of
the people have not even heard of the way of non-violence."
The Non-violent Equivalent
"Yours is a difficult situation/' replied Gandhiji.
"Such difficulties have confronted me more than once.
I took part on the British side in the Boer War by forming
an ambulance corps. I did likewise at the time of what has
been described as the Zulu Revolt. The third time was
during the Great War. I believed in non-violence then.
My motive was wholly non-violent. That seemingly in-
consistent conduct gave me strength. My example cannot
be used as a precedent for others to follow. Looking back
upon my conduct on those three occasions, I have no
sense of remorse, I know this too that my non-violent strength
did not suffer diminution because of those experiences ♦
The actual work I was called upon to do was purely humani-
tarian, especially during the Zulu Revolt. I and my
companions were privileged to nurse the wounded Zulus
back to life. It is reasonable to suggest that but for our
services some of them would have died. I cite this experience
not to justify my participation, however indirect it was.

